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Policy is a direction and regulation, it can create a good circumstance to the 
development of lifelong education. The development of lifelong education is 
indispensable to the formulation and execution of a reasonable policy. Chinese 
lifelong education falls behind the developed countries and areas. Learning from the 
experience of the policy making of them can help us play the late-mover advantage. 
By reviewing the history and analyzing the typical cases of the development of 
lifelong education in several developed countries and areas, the paper comes to the 
basic discipline of the development of the lifelong education policy. As the first 
country to enact  ”Lifelong Learning Act”, the purpose of American lifelong 
education policy has changed from economy to social justice, and now its purpose is 
sundry, to help individual development is more and more important. The content of 
American lifelong education policy is abundant, the community college plays an 
important role in it, the basic education lever to adult is high. The measure to execute 
the policy is various: to use the market machinery, to protect and direct the state 
government by project funding so to achieve the joint effect of the 2 level 
governments. 
The Great Britain makes policy actively to promote the development of lifelong 
education. Its chief purpose is to stop the downturn of economy. The outstanding 
point of the Britain policy is that it makes it clear that it is the higher education’s duty 
to train the students the lifelong learning ability. Most of the policies is something 
about the vocational education, such as the adjustment of polytechnic universities for 
many times. The effective measures about the e-learning makes Britain has technical 
advantage in lifelong education time. It is a special feature to Britain that the third 
sector plays an important role in the execution of policy. At the same time, market 
machinery is more and more important. More business owners take part in the 
procedure of policy making. 
The activity of Sweden lifelong education is plentiful, the purposes of lifelong 
education policy are social justice and the self-improvement of individual. Nowadays, 
to promote the development of economy has also been one of the purposes. The adult 













education and the flexible transformation mechanism, the Sweden lifelong education 
has reached a high level. By the way, systematic laws and plentiful financial aid both 
ensure the execution and improvement of lifelong education policy in Sweden. 
The purpose of Korean lifelong education policy is to improve the country’s 
competitiveness, by developing the human resources, so to keep its international 
leadership. As a centralization country, by making laws, specialized policies and 
financing, the central government plays an important role in the development of 
lifelong education. The lifelong learning city policy connects lifelong education with 
the practice of every city, it motives the enthusiasm of the cities and help to form the 
characteristics of lifelong education model in different city. 
Taiwan area pays attention to lifelong education, it enacted “lifelong learning 
act”, the national education is an indivisible part of the lifelong education system in 
Taiwan. The purposes of Taiwan area lifelong education policy has changed from the 
Social stability to economical development. Now its purpose is affluent: the 
improvement of education policy, individual development and social stability. In the 
procedure of policy execution, the administrative power plays an important role, it 
also pays attention to the social organization and local power. 
To sum up the experience of the several countries and area, the paper comes to 
the conclusion that: the policy reflects the basic understanding to the position and 
effect of lifelong education in different country and area. The lifelong education 
policy is the adjustment of education activities under the lifelong education system 
formed by the force of politics, economy culture and population. So far as Chinese 
lifelong education is concerned we can do the following: to enact specialized lifelong 
education act, to motivate the enthusiasm of local power, to bring the school to play a 
central role in lifelong education system, to adjust all education activities under the 
idea of lifelong education, and the last but not the least important to strengthen the 
research in lifelong education. 
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自从 20 世纪 60 年代，终身教育被正式提出并得到广泛认可以来，国内外针
对终身教育的研究已经取得了非常可观的成果。跟本论文相关的研究主要有如下
                                                        
①Rrichardson, Penelope L..Lifelong Learning and Public Policy[M].Washington D.C.:Superintedndent of 
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